@ongress of the Anited States
MWashinoton, BE 20515

April 26, 2007

The Honorable George W. Bush
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

The Kingdom of Morocco, one of our oldest and closest allies, recently submitted a
proposal to resolve the three decade long struggle over the Western Sahara. This historic
inttiative grants profound local antonomy to the Westetn Sahara while recognizing Morocco’s
territorial integrity. This compromise is a breakthrough opportunity to find an enduring political
solution, and U.S. support is critical to its successful implementation.

As you know, the conflict in the Western Sahara has gone on. for too long at great
humanitarian cost. Since the 1991 UN imposed cease-fite, all efforts to provide a realistic and
durable solution to the conflict have failed. The new Moroccan proposal provides a realistic
framework for a negotiated political solution, which is the best way to ensure a lasting peace for
all parties.

The United States has a major national security interest in the stability and £conomic
prosperity of North Africa. With al-Qaeda and other terrorist groups expanding their presence
into Notth Africa, we are concerned that the failure to resolve this conflict of more than 30 years
poses a danger to U.S. and regional security, while simultaneously preventing the economic
integration of the Arab Maghreb Union.

The Moroccan autonomy proposal constitutes an historic opportunity for the United
States to help end this problem and provide a better future for the entire region. We urge you to
embrace this promising Moroccan initiative so that it receives the consideration necessary to

achieve international acceptance.

Sincerely,

|
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Lincoln Diaz-Balart (FL)
Tom Lantos (CA)

David Scott (GA)
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Tom Allen (ME)
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Pat Murphy (PA)
Steve Chabot (OH)
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Michael Arcuri (NY)
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Frank Pallone (NJ)
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Jim Saxton (NJ)
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