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thousands of Moroccans took to the streets

reform has its critics, yet there is the
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for real transition to democracy in the

adoption of broad changes to the family

Muslim world.

On 9 March 2011, the King called for the

law, the moudawana, which significantly

convening of an Advisory Committee to

enhanced

the

In concrete terms, the United States can

revise the constitution. The new constitution

proposal for autonomy in the Western

lend assistance in four areas. First, it can

proposed by the committee enlarged the

Sahara; and the current efforts of the

provide technical assistance and expertise

power of the executive, legislative, and
judicial
branches
while
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Economic, Social, and Environment Council
(CESE) to develop recommendations for

to

considerable power for the king, especially

regionalization beginning in the southern

reform aspects of the new constitution. This

as the religious head of the country

provinces. If the 2011 constitutional reforms

would involve providing programs that

(Commander

are meaningfully implemented, they will

would help parliamentarians acquire the

commander-in-chief of the armed forces.
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The proposed constitution provided for

contention that King Mohamed VI has

implementing

other changes including: (1) it gave the head

continued a program of evolutionary reform

of government/prime minister the power to

towards

a

constitution. Second, and related to the first
objective, the United States should consider

appoint a larger number of officials within

process that he adopted shortly after his

providing direct or indirect funding for

the government without direct monarchical

ascension to the throne in 1999.

capacity-building to local governments and
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constitutional
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and
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legislation

for

to

draft

the

new

civil society that would enable them to

future prime minister would be the leader

An early glimpse of the potential impact of

of the party that obtained the greatest

Morocco’s

number of votes in an election rather than

involved the elections for a new parliament

Third, the US can work with the EU and

being appointed by the king,as had
previously been the case; and (3) it provided

that were held on 25 November 2011, which
resulted in the moderate Islamist Justice

others to support the expansion of rule of

for an independent judiciary. Additional

and Development Party (PJD) winning the

internal capabilities of police and security

reforms called for broad respect for human

largest bloc of votes and giving it the right to

officials, judges, magistrates, and attorneys,

rights, decentralization of governance to

have

Benkirane,

and civil society so that the promotion of

locally elected officials, inclusiveness and

appointed as Prime Minister. Benkirane

rule of law would be possible through the

recognition of the multicultural heritage of

formed a coalition government with secular

observance of civil rights and human rights

the kingdom, and a host of improvements

parties on 7 February 2012, which signaled

protocols.

to safeguard citizen rights. The constitution

to the world that at least in Morocco that

was approved in a referendum in July 2011.

the Islamist-secularist ideological divide that

Fourth,

had manifested itself in a schismatic way in

improvements,

As many analysts have concluded, it will

Egypt may have been bridged. Although the

undertaking a meaningful cost-benefit of

take

2011

current government has had its share of

analysis of whether investments in the

advance

challenges in passing its program through

areas of women’s health and education may

fuller

Parliament, its success may demonstrate to

have a stabilizing an multiplier effect not

constitutional monarchy/democracy. This
“leading from above” strategy for political

the world that Islamist parties may be able
to share governance with secular parties,

only in Morocco but also in the neighboring

time

to

constitutional
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see
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reforms
transition
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to
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its

emerging

leader,
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Morocco has embarked upon an important,

small investment in the Moroccan transition

countries in the region that are struggling

difficult,

to

process may lead to its eventual success.

with their own very difficult transitions to

democracy. The Moroccan transition to

And, of course, Morocco’s success in the

democracy.

democracy can succeed but it will need

realization of democracy would have a

some external support in order to thrive. A

powerful demonstration effect upon other

and

challenging

transition
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